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IMPARTIAL STATEMENT, &c., 


— 


PART TRE FIRST. 
Propoſitions about civil government, as the 
_ ordinance of GOD. 


I. I T is the evident doctrine of Scripture, that 
government is the appointment of God, 
to be a reſtraint on man's ſelfiſhneſs, and to 


preſerve a meaſure of order in the world, 


notwithſtanding human depravity. Rulers are, 
therefore, called «++ God's miniſters ”” © for 


good to thoſe that do well, and as revengers 


to execute wrath on evil doers. So that 
government, as it ſubſiſts among men, is, in 
fact, both a conſequence, and a demonſtration 


of our fallen ſtate; and the inconveniences, 


reſulting from the abuſe of it, ſhould be patiently 


endured, becauſe we are ſinners. The contro- 


verſies concerning the origin of government, 
as the ordinance of man, though important 
in politics, are, in this reſpe&, of no conſequence : 
for God, as the Author of our rational nature, 
and the ſupreme Ruler of the world, is the 
fountain of all ſubordinate authority; by what- 


ever ſecond cauſes he hath been pleaſed to con- 


fer it. It is his revealed will, that there ſhould 


be rulers, armed with power to enforce obe- 


dience: his providence hath concurred with his 
word, by eſtabliſhing and maintaining govern- 
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ment, throughout the earth: and, though co- 
ercive power originated fram fin, yet, in the 
preſent ſtate of human nature, its advantages 
are ſo many, that the worit form of govern - 
ment, and the worſt adminiftered, ts preferable 
to entire anarchy, for the people at large. 


II. The Scripture does not preſcribe any 


particular form of government, as of divine 
right and univerſal obligation. Regal or im- 


perial authority was moſt common, when thoſe 
precepts were penned, that relate to this ſub- 
ject; and, therefore, that is generally mention- 
ed: yet they may be equally applied to other 
eſtabliſhed forms: nor do they feem intended 


to decide, that regal authority is moſt eligible. 
On the other hand, when the Lord by Samuel 


ſhewed Iſrael ** the manner of kings,” (i. Sam. 
c. viii;) he contraſted the monarchs of the 


| earth, with thoſe holy men, whom he imme 


diately appointed to judge his choſen people: 
not monarchy itſelf with other forms of govern- 
ment, that are eſtabliſhed in the ordinary courſe 
ot human affairs. Man's reaſon and ſelf-love 


ſuffice for the regulation of ſuch affairs; and 


the divine deciſion of this queſtion would in 
many caſes have increaſed the embarraſſment 
of conſcientious perſons. So that they, who 
have attempted to prove from Scripture the ex- 
clufive divine right of any one form of govern- 
ment, have in different ways prejudiced men 
againſt the truth, and furniſhed a pretence to 
thoſe, who refuſe ** to be ſubject to principali- 
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III. The eſtabliſhed form of government 
in every country is, for the time, of divine au- 
thority; by whatever method the power hath 
been acquired, and whatever the conduct of the 
rulers may be. That, which in one ſenſe 
is an ordinance of man, ie, in another ſenſe, 
*« ordained of God;“ for © there is no power, 


„but of God.” He hath appointed govern- 


ment, and his Providence determines who ſhall 
govern: and it ſhould be carefully noted, that 
when the inſpired Apoſtles gave theſe inſtruc- 
tions, Nero, that monſter of iniquity, filled 
the imperial throne. The way, in which the 
Roman Emperors obtained their dominion, the 
uſe they made of it, and the character of the 
reigning prince were as exceptionable as poſſi- 
ble: yet even ſuch powers were” for the time 
„ ordained of God:“ doubtleſs as a righteous 


judgment on the guilty nations: and though 


proper remedies may, as we ſhall ſee, be applied 
to ſuch evils; yet in the mean while ſubmiſſion 
to God's appointment is required of us; and 


we ſhould always prefer ſuffering to ſin. 


IV. The Scripture every where leads us to 
expect, that many things will be teprehenſible 
in the conduct of rulers. They have the fame 
evil nature as their ſubjects, and far more to 
inflame their paſſions, and to prompt to ſelt- 
indulgence : and as they are placed in the 
moſt conſpicuous ſtation; it cannot be ſurpriſ- 
ing, that objections may juſtly be made to 


many parts of their private character, or pub- 


lic adminiſtration : for who could endure fo 
fevere a ſcrutiny, as is now generally made 
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into their conduct and meaſures? So that when 


revolutions take place, one finner ſucceeds 
another in the poſt of temptation and obſer- 
vation; inordinate ſelf-love continues to pro- 
duce it's effects; and murmurs and clamours 
are ſoon excited; as every man, acquainted 
with human nature, might have foreſeen. 
Indeed, if rulers were perfect in wiſdom and 
juſtice, their egual adminiſtration would coun- 
teract the ſelfiſhneſs of multitudes; and the 
ambition or avarice of men, more diſtiuguiſhed 


by abilities than integrity, being difappointed, 


they would ſoon deviſe methods of exciting 
diſcontent: even as the Laws, and providential 
Diſpenſations of God himſelf are far from giving 
fatisfaction to mankind. But as matters now 
ſtand, unleſs the ſelfiſhneſs of many ſuch per- 
ſons were in fome meaſure gratified, and they 
were thus engaged to ſupport the exiſt- 
ent government in every country for their 
own Emolument; it would ſoon be ſubverted 
by the combined force of ambition, avarice, 
deſigning faction, and ignorant diſcontent, 
however prudeut and equitable it were: for 
diſintereſted Patiotiſm is a very rare thing in- 
deed, at all times, and in all places. When 
this had produced a revolution, the prevailing 
party muſt take the ſame method of ſupporting 
their authority, or elſe it would be ſpeedily 


ſubverted, and perpetual convulſions would be 


the inevitable conſequence : for did not inter- 
eſted motives attach multitudes to the party 
of the rulers, a vaſt majority would always 
oppoſe their meaſures, from envy of their pre- 
nne, or hope of _—y ut out ta 5 
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hands. So that a government , conducted in 
a manner, t hat ſeems in ſpeculation perfectly 
right, can only be ideal; fo long as men in 
general continue ambitious, covetons, deſigning, 
and ſelfiſh. 

Every reflecting perſon muſt alſo know that 
the hardſhips and ditadvantages of thoſe things, 
which have been tried, are ſenſibly felt: where- 
as men in general imagine that ſituations, of 
which they have had no experience, are cx- 
empt from grievances: yet they often afterwards 
find in them ſuch as are (till more inſupport- 
able. Indeed one inconvenience in our preſent 
condition naturally impreſſes our minds with 
greater force, than twenty advantages by 


which it 1s counterbalanced : for this is the fault 
of our rebellious ungrateful hearts in every 


thing; as well as in that particular, which is 
the ſubject of our preſent enquiry. 


And here 1 would for a moment digreſs from 


my plan to obſerve, that numbers ſeem 10 think 
only of the burdens and inconveniences of our 
prefent government; without duly eſtimating 
the manifold benefits enjoyed under it: But 
whatever human wildom may hereafter effect; 


or rather, whatever a kind providence may here- 


after confer on ſome favoured nation, or on 
mankind in general: the fact is incontroverti- 


ble, that no country hitherto, from the begin- 


ning of the world, has fo long enjoyed fuch 
ſubſtantial and numerous adyantages, with fa 
few real grievances, as Britain has done; though 


a contrary inferrence might naturally be drawn 
from the murmurs and complaints, which are 


made by great numbers. Improvements may 
no doubt de made by peaceable means: but 


ſhould | 
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ſhould great and vielent innovations take place; 
experience will probably ſhew, that evils more 
formidable than we have hitherto known, will 
be the unexpected and unavoidable conſe- 

quence, | 


PART rA SECOND. 
Shewing what things are not the duty of 
ſalljects to their rulers. * 
| E ought not to obey the laws of men, 

when they require thoſe things, 
which are contrary to the commandments of 
God. Whether it be right to hearken to you 
* more tliann unto God, judge ye.” We may 
indeed be miftaken in our judgment, and 
our ſeruples may be groundleſs: but conſcience 
is our immediate rule of action, and no human 
authority can jultity us in violating its decifions, 
whatever painful confequences may enſue from 


_ adhering to them. Yet we thould be open to 


conviction, and careful in examining the grounds 
of our opinions; that our errors may be recti- 
fied, and our conſciences regulated according 
to the word of God, 


II. We muſt not flatter the perſons, vindi- 
cate the crimes, or ſubſerve the vices of our 
ſuperiors. When ſuch complaiſance, or ſuch 


ſervices are expected; it becomes a man's duty 


to renounce the advantages of his fituation, 


and to venture the diſpleaſure of his prince by a 


conſcientious refuſal: and fome perſons, (as 
counfellors and miniſters of religion,) ought 
on ſuch occaſions to expreſs their diſapproba- 
tion by faithful and plain expoſtulations. 

HI. We 


19 
III. We are not required to renounce the 
exerciſe of our judgment, in reſpect of the 
characters and meaſures of our rulers. Our 
private Prayers, and ſeveral other duties muſt 
be regulated by our ſentiments in ſuch matters. 
Nor are we bound to expreſs our approbation 


of all thoſe things, that come to our know- 


iedge: rhough we ſhould be cautious how we 


_ credit the reports that are circulated, or form 


our judgment by them. In ſome caſes it may 


be proper for us to expreſs a diſapprobation of 
public meaſures: that is, as far as the Con- 


ſtitution of the country authorizes our interfer- 
ence. Members of Parliament, and thoſe who 
elet them, may, in this land, properly expreſs 
2 diſlike to the meaſures of government, when 
they are exerciſing their diſtin privileges: And 


ia ſome caſes it may be very right to concur in 


petitions for the redreſs of grievances; provided 


it be done peaceably, and without the appear- 


ance of a combination to overawe the legiſla- 
ture, or the executive power. 


IV. It is not, at all times, neceſſary or expe- 
dient for us to recede from our civil rights, or 


to wave the protection of the laws againſt the 
oppreſſion of magiſtrates. St. Paul repeatedly 


inſiſted on his legal privilege as a Roman citi- 
zen: And indeed, the fecurity of his brethren, 
the welfare of the community, as well as bis 


own exemption from needleſs ſuffering, render- 


ed it proper, that the attention of the magiſ- 
trates ſhould thus be directed to thoſe laws, 
which they wantonly violated, whilſt they pro- 
feſſed to adminiſter juſtice according to them. 


But I can * no inſtance, in which the 
___ ſervants 
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ſetvants of God proteſted againſt the hardſhips 


they endured, by the execution of /ubfifting. laws, 
though maniteſtly iniquitous, 


V. We may peaceably concur in ſuch al- 
terations in the government, or the public ad- 
miniſtration, as are introduced in a legal and 
con/titutional manner, without fraud or violence, 
for the increaſe of liberty and tecurity, and for 
the benetit of mankind. Nay, 1 apprehend, 


that we ought to aſſiſt in promoting ſuch deſi- 


rable ends; that is, according io the duty of our 


ſtatian in the community, and no further. But 


what->vyer good may eventually be educed froin 


_ violent canvuliicns. and ſudden revolutions; 


when power has been exceedingly abuſed: fo 


many evils muſt be donc, and fuffered in effecting 
them; that a confcientious perſon would chuſe 


to ſtand at a diſtance, and leave worldly people 


to ſettle fucl matters as they can: and if he he 


conſtrained to ſhew a preterence to one party, 
according to his deliberate judgment; he ſhould 


evince a diſregard to ſecula advantages, and 
ſet an example of moderation, candour, and 
love of peace, to thoſe around him. The con- 


duct of our Lord, of his Apoſtles, and of the 
primitive. Chriftians confirms theſe Inferences 
from the precepts of the feripture. Even the 


Prophets, under the old Teſtament, maintained 


the ſame conduct, amidſt the revolutions in the 


kingdom of Iſracl; except when they were eſ- 


pecially commiſſroned from God to oppoſe the 
idolatry, or reprove the crimes of thoſe in au- 


 thority. And David, after he was anointed to 


be king of God's people, left it to providence to 
falfl the promiſes mede to him: and when 
| | Saul's 
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Saul's treachery and injuſtice conſtrained him 


8 to take meaſures for his own defence; he repeat - 
5 edly refuſed to compaſs his own deliverance and 
advancement, by injuring the perſon of his cruel 
Y periecutaor, or by allowing his friends to do it: 
7 yet this revolution was exprefily determined h 
4 the Lord, and was as neceſſary for the welfare 
k of Israel, as for the ſafety of David. 
r It is not here inculcated, that the duties of 
* Chriſtians are; ſtrictly ſpeaking, different from 
- | thote of other men; but, that they alone axe diſ- 
7 poſed to attend to their duty, when it is pointed 
it | out to them. The ſuppoſition of tyranny and 
1 * oppreſſion on the one hand, and of faction and 
5 , intereſted oppoſition on the other, implies that 
o | molt men aft from ſelfiſh principles, and very 


g few in compariſon, from a regard to the will of 
e God. This conſcientious remnant may, there- 
e fore, with exact propriety withdraw from the 
2 fierce conteſts of ambitious, covetous, and de- 
7 ſigning men; if the duties of thei: Ration, and 
d the love of their neighbours do not require their 1 
d interference. Such violent convulſions, and | f 
4 ſtruggles for dominion would ceaie, if men in "i 
by general were rea/ Chriſtians: but as that is not 
1e the caſe, the men of the world have commonly 
es a the largeſt ſhare in conducting public affairs: 
1 | and whilſt we attend to the duties of our Ration, | 
d in the church, and the community; it is no 
Ie. more required of us to go au? of our way, to take 
= - a part in the conteſts of princes, ſenates, or na- 
le tions; than it is, to turn aſide and neglect our 
1— buſineſs, to join in an affray in the _ 
to through which we paſs. 
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PART TRI THIRD. 


Containing the duties which wwe owe to our 
. rulers; and in reſpect of civil government. 


I. VI INIST ERS are charged * to 

* „ put ” the people ** in mind to be 

c {ubjc to principalities and powers, and to 
« hey magiſtrates ”” (Tit. c, iii. v. 1. } not 
© ny ior wrath“ or the dread of puniſhment 
ron man, „ but alfo for conſcience ſake, *? 
( 0m c. Xi. v. 5.) and to ſubmit to every 
« -J;nance of man for the Lord's ſake, whe- 
tler it be to the King as ſupreme, or to go- 
«© +5r:015 as ſent by him; — for fo is the will 
6: of God.” (1 Pet. c. ii v. 13-17 ). Theſe 
precpts evidently require obedience in all 


things conſiftent with a good conſcience : and 


the ſuppoſition, that they only enjoin ſubjection 
to equitable laws, abſurdty implies, that every 
_ perſon is a competent and conſtituted judge 
of the equity and reaſonableneſs of all the laws 
of his country, and may determine for himſelf 
whether they are obligatory on him or not ! But 
ſelt-love alone, will influence moit men to com- 


plain of thoſe laws as unjuſt and grievous, 


which interfere with their eager purſuit of 


wealth, diſtinction, or indulgence: ſo that 
this one poſition, it univerſally reduced to prac- 


tice, would ſubvert all government, and an- 
nihilate every exerciſe of coercive authority. 
What parent or maſter could rule his own 
houſhold, if his children and ſervants might 
determine without appeal, which of his com- 
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mands were reaſonable and obligatory, and 
which were not? This would not only deſtroy 
all ſubordination ; but it would render foci- 
ety like an inverted pyramid ; conſtituting all 
the inferior relations law-givers and judges 
over their ſuperiors; who muſt previouſly en- 
quire ot every individual, what commands he 
would chuſe to obey. 


Indeed this political notion admirably accords 
with the religious principles of thoſe perſons, who 
exalt their own reaſonings above divine reve- 
lation, make their ſcanty comprehenſion the 
mealare of the myſteries of the Godhead, and 
their weakneſs the ſtandard of bis omaipotence ; 
who attempt to improve the word of God by 
their vam conjectures, and preſunptuouſly fit 
in judgment on his laws, decrees, and diſpen- 
ſations; as it He were accountable to them, not 
they to him. But all, who reverence. the word 


and theauthority of the Lord, may ſurely perceive 


the fallacy of ſuch a mode of reaſoning, as tends 


to invert the divinely conſtituted order of things, 
throughout the whole creation. 


The. government, rulers and laws, which 


ſubſiſted when theſe precepts were given; the 


hardſhips to which the primitive chriſtians 
were expoſed from them; and their meek, ſub- 
miſſive conduct, combine in demonſtrating, 


that ſuch vague limitations were not intended in 


them. But if obedience be required even to cor- 


rupt magiſtrates and oppreſſive laws, in the ge- 


neral courſe of things; and if diſobedience in ſuch 
circumſtances imply rebellion againſt the com · 
mand and providence of God: no doubt os 
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Me be ſtill more ctiminal, who difobey boch 3 | 
_ rulers, as are, upon the whole, equitable and 
gentle, and ſuch. a ſyſtem of laws as is ſalutary 
and beneficial; becauſe they are not perfectly 
impartial, or unexceptionable. 5 
II. We are required to ſubmit to „ the i | 
dence of God, as to the form of government 


eſtabliſhed over us, whilſt it actually fubſiſts. It 


has been ſhewn, that we may, according i» the duty 


of our flations, concur in peaceably introducing ſa- 


lutary alterations: and it may be added, that 
when changes have taken place, whether they 


accord with our ſentiments or no, we ought to 


yield obedience to thoſe advanced to authority, 
as far as other obligations will admit of it. But 
it cannot conſiſt with ſubmiſſion to the provi- 
dence of God, to attempt the illgal and wiolent 
ſubverſion of any exiftent government. In thus 


« refiſting the power, we reſiſt the ordinance 


of God.” It istrue, that in mixed governments 
{ ſuch as onr's is, ) one part of the conſtitutional 


legiſlature may lega/ly reſiſt the encroachments, 
of the others; thus Chriſtians, in the capacity 


of Senators, may regularly oppoſe thoſe meaſures. 
af the executive Power, which they deem inju- 
rious to the community. Nay, in ſome circum— 
ſtances one part of the legiſlature may be en- 

gaged in hoſtilities againſt the other: in this caſe, 
_ «+ unrefilting ſubmiſſion to the powers that be 
does not require us to abet the injuſtice, tyran- 
ny, or violence of any branch of the government; 
nor does it. at all decide, to which of them our 


ſubject on is due. A peaceable neutrality is molt 


adviſable in ſuch circumſtances, if it can be 


maintained; ot even the office of if peace wont | 


— 


if a man have ſufficient ndhcs; but if it it be indil-⸗ 


putably nianifeſt on which fide truth and — 
are found; if a man be conſtrained to ſhew which 
party he favours; or if he deem himfelf bound 


in conſeience to take an active part, from love 


to his country, and to mankind; he will find it 
requifite to wateh his own heart very carefully, 
to repreſs every ſelfiſh and malignant paſſion, 
and to follow after, and inculcate moderation; 
lenity, and forgiveneſs of injuries. But even 
this extreme caſe 'differs widely from a violent, 
o//icrous,, and fattions oppoſition in te, againſt an 
united ſubſiſting government; which muſt al- 
ways involve rebellion againſt the 2 
and command of God. 


When Iſrael rejected the Lord in rejecting 


Samuel; their fin did not confifl in preferring 


monarchy to the authority of judges; but in 


want of fubtniffion to the will of God, from a 
vain defire of being like the nations of the earth. 


They deſpiſed their peculiar bleffitigs, deemed 
grievatices intolerable, and fancied _ 
that a , change of government would vaſtly add to 


their trivial 


their felicity. 4310 had the Natlon, after the ad- 


vancement of David's family to the! throne, infiſt- 


ed in the fame manner on arepublicangovecoment, 
becaufe ſome nations profpered under that form; 
their rebellion againſt God would have been the 
ſame; their caprice, difcoritent and ingratitude 
works have merited fimilar rebukes; and 

they would have 2 their choice as their 
puniſhment. 


00 general, it is our its. to ſubmit 9 to 
exiſtent Wan. ſo long : as it ſubſiſts 
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entire, and able to protect us: but in civil con- 


teſts this general rule becomes very difficult in 
the application; yet ſober reflection, a tender 


conſcience, an upright heart, and a dependence 
on divine teaching, will render a man's path plain 
before him from day to day: and the compre- 
henſive brevity of ſcripture did not admit of par- 


ticular rules being given for all ſuck exempt caſes, 


Nor would I be poſitive, that the command 
of ++ unreſiſting obedience to the powers that 
be, will admit of no further exception, in any 
poſſible circumſtances. The iron rod of cruel. 
oppreſſion may be ſo ſeverely felt, that a whole na- 


tion, as one man, is rouſed to an united oppoſition 


to it; and the ruling party thus becomes a mere 


faction in the ſtate. But it is not to our preſent 


purpoſe to enquire, whether in this caſe, a conſci- 


entious man is abſolutely forbidden to concur in 


e the revolution, ſor which the unanimout 
voice of a nation calls aloud. This, we may 


confident]y affirm, is not the caſe, or like to be, 
in theſe kingdoms : as nothing but extreme 


' tyranny, to which no legal remedy can be applied, 
ever reduces matters to ſuch an extremity: and in 


all other circumſtances at leaſt, I apprehend, the 
rules laid down will be found ſcriptural. Indeed, 
there is ſcarce a general precept concerning rela- 
tive duties, in which common ſenſe, and a deep 
acquaintance with the ſcripture, would not con- 
ſtrain us to allow of an exception, in ſome con- 
ceiveable circumſtances. It is poſſible that a pa- 
rent may act in ſo infatuated, profligate, or cruel 
a manner, that obedience, in things not abſo- 
ad ſinful, might be injurious to him, his bl 
al 
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and the whole family ; yet this does not abfelre. 


Children from their obligati 


exception. 

III. We are expiefſly required to pay tri- 
bute and euſtom, for the fupport of governs 
ment. Our Lord taught the Jews to © render 
to Ceſar the things which were Cefar's,” as 
well as © to Gad the things which were God's: 


perors by conqueſt, which is perhaps the worſt 
of all titles to authority. The apoſtle gave 
thedame inſtruction to chriſtians, (Rom. c. xiii. 
v. 6. 7:) though many iniquitous and oppreſſive | 
taxes were impoſed by the emperors and their 
deputies, which were — with moſt grie- 


| vous extortion, to the enriching ofa few indivi- | 


duals beyond modern conception, and to the in- 
poverithing of milhons. But no exception was 
made on that account: for chrĩſtiatmm ought very 
ard ſuch matters; they ſhould be ſatiſ - 


cution; and be very thankful for religions lider- 
ty, though hardly dealt with in other things. 
As government cannot be fupported without 
great expence; and as it produces fuch immenſe 
advantages to us: ſo the payment of taxes is as 
neceſſary to ſtrict probity, as the diſcharge of o- 
ther debts: nor can it conſiſt with a good con- 
ſcience, in any way, of degree to defraud the reve- 
nue, or to ſhare in the plunder of thofe who do. 
Al evaſion in this matter involves in it much 
'B . 
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Ther dricetion, and diſingenuouſneſs: ſome kinids 
of it countenance a ſet of men, whoſe principles 

and conduct are inimical in the extreme to the 
peace of the community; and as the government 
will be fure, dy one tax or other, to raiſe the 
requiſite ſums, ſo he, who fraudulently withholds 

_ a part of his quota, conſtrains his more conſci- 
entious neighbour to pay it for him: « How 
then does he love him as himſelf?” Or « do to 
others, as he would they ſhould do to him?” 


To argue, that taxes legally impoſed are-not 
due, becauſe they art partial and exceſſive; in- 
volves the abſurdity before developed: ¶ Page 17, 13) 
for who does not feel a diſpoſition to object to 
that tax, which bears hard on himſelf? Or 
who, almoſt, would pay taxes adequate to the 

public emergencies, under the moſt frugal ad- 


Sz 
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8 l 


miniſtration; if every one might determine far 
11 ” himſelf which taxes were equal and proper to be 
paid, and which were not? On ſuch a plan no 


7 
N S 


government on earth could be conducted: and 
where then ſhall we draw the line? In fact 
when taxes are really partial and oppreſſi ve, legal 

methods may be uſed to get them reduced, chan- 
ged, or taken off: but till this can be done, it 
Sits behoves us to bear the croſs with meekneſs and 
1 patience; to pay them punctually, and to uſe no 
16% fraudulent methods of obtaining relief from our 
f 12] „ bis "indiſpenſable Wen 
ocdbiur rulers, and to behave with reſpect and defer- 
encc towards them. (i. Pet. c. li. v, 17.) This 
J\'>  . certainly farbids us to accule them falſely, wm 1 
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aan infirmĩties, — 
deavour to bring their characters and 


into contempt: nor can Ne even withelan 


_ tioning their faults or miſtakes without neceſſity, , | 
or in order todegrade them in the public opinion. 


Our ſentiments of men and meaſures are not al- 


ways in our own power; but the external ex- 1 


preſſion of them ſhould be reſtrained or regulated 
by propriety, and the nature of our relation to 
them. A dutiful ſon may greatly difapprove of 
ſome things in the conduct of his father; but 
will he circulate the report in order to expoſe 
him? Will he induftrioufly hold him up to con- 
tempt, ridicule, and reproach? Will he not ra- 
ther endeavour to conceal, or palliate his miſcon- 
duct, or contraſt it with his virtues? And if 
this be impracticable, will he not be deeply con- 


cerned for his diſgrace ? (Gen. c. ix. v. 20,23.) | 
Such, ought to be our conduct towards thoſe, | 


whom the providence of God has placed in au- 
thority over us; and whom his word hath com- 


manded us to honour, He hath made no excep- 


tion to this precept, on account of the real or 
ſuppoſed criminality of rulers, for this obvious 


reaſon; that no ruler can poſſibly be found, whole * 


conduct would not afford a factious perſon an 
handle for obloquy and derifion: even as no pa- 


rent can behaye ſo well, but an undutiful fan 
will find ſomething to ne * or turn to ys 


cule. 


when theſe commands were given: 
bur even in ſuch circumſtances the more boly 


. idea f 
worſe rulers, than they were, who poſſeſſed the 
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men are, the leſs diſpoſed will they be © to bring 
** againſt them a railing aceuſation; which Mi- 
2 the Arch - angel would not do even againſt the 
devil himſelf: (Jude v. :) fo that © ſpeaking 
evil of dignities, and deſpiſing dominion,” is 
contrary to the holineſs of — the precepts 
of ſcripture, the example of Chriſt, and the prac- 
tice of the primitive church, when groaning un- 
der the moſt cruel perſecution. But if this be 
unchriſtian, when rulers are manifeſtly iniqui+ 
tous and oppreſſive; it muſt be ſtill more inen 
cuſable, when their conduct and adminifiration 
ate upon the whole commendable : This accords 
to ſcarce any example in fc ripture except that 
of Korah and his company, and that of the vile 


nantinomians, whom Peter and Jude fo ſtrenuouſ- 


iy oppoſed. Who would think that his ſon ho- 
noured him, if he allowed his tongue and pen 
that unbridled licence, in animadverting on all 
his actions, which even ſome, 4+ who ſeem tobe 
« religious,” (James c. i. v. 26,) uſe concerning 
their civil governors? Yet the command. to 
honour the king, &c, is as expreſs, as that to 
: honour father and mother; and as obligatory 
on every man's conſcience. 
V. We are expreſsly required to u pray for 
kings, and all that are in authority, (i. Tim. 
c. ii. v. 2,) When this command was given, 
the civil governors were heathens, tyrants, and 
_ perſecutors: yet, as the captive Jews were direct- 
ed to pray for the peace of Babylon, that in the 
peace of that city they might have peace; fo 
_ chriſtians were inſtructed to pray for their rulers 
that they might © lead a quiet and peaceahle lie, 
+ | . Ty a 
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_ ambitious, ** to be quiet, and to mind our own 
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e« in all godlinef and honeſty.” For © 


« heart is in the hand of the Lord. an@#it ma be 1 


expected, that in anſwer to the prayers of his 


people, he will influence him to adopt falutary - 
meaſures, So that a wiſe regard to the peace of. 


che church, and the public welfare, as well as | 
_ goodwill to the perfons of princes, will always 


dictate fincere and fervent prayers for blefſingsy. 
ſpiritual and temporal, on their perſons and 
families, and for ſucceſs to all their meaſures: 


except we evidently perceive them to be engaged 


in unjuftifiable and pernicious undertakings; and 
then, inſtead of expreſſing our diſapprobation in 
virulent inveftives, or bitter complaints; we 
ſhould earneſtly intreat the Lord to withdraw 
them from their purpoſe, and to diſpoſe them to 
hearken to more ſalutary counſels. Indeed, when 

this duty is conſcientiouſly per formed from the heart, _ 
it has a powerful tendency to calm our ſpirits, and 
to render us averſe to turbulent oppoſition: and 


It is by far the moſt becoming and efficacious 
weapon of our wartare; . 


uſe ot. 
VI. We are commanded « to ſtudy,” or be 


„ buſineſs;” to be content with ſuch things 
as we have; to fear God and the king, and 
not to meddle with thoſe, who are given to 
„change; to conſider that we have here no 
continuing city,” for the chriſtian's © citizen- 
5 ſhip is in heaven; that we are © ſtrangers and 
« pilgrims on earth;” that in the world we mult 
have tribulation,” let who will govern it; that 
we muſt not love the world, or any of its idoliz- 
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that we muſt not © mind high things, ye 2 ſock, 


IS: - « them for ourſelves.” 


Indeed every ſtation has its proper ERS 3 . 
a man may ſerve God in almoſt any of them; 


| provided he does not officiouſly intrude himſelf 


into it. Saints in Cefar's houſhold had emplay- 


ments, that differed from thoſe of ſaints in an 


obſeure village. The Procanful Paulus had du- 
ties to perform, of another nature than thoſe of 
the Apoſtle Paul. David “ ſerved his genera- - 
tion by the will of God,” as king of Iſrael; 


Daniel as prime miniſter of the Babylaniſh, and 


miah as governor of Judea. Thus chriſtians 


may ſerve God as ſenators, magiſtrates, or minil- 


ters of ſtate; or as kings or emperors, if pro- 
perly called to it. A prophet may deliver the 
Lord's meſſage in the plaineſt language to the 
proudeft monarch; and Paul the priſoner was 
performing his duty, when he cauſed his wicked 
judge to tremble. by his faithful admonitions. 
But ſurely, I the apoſtles would not. leave the 
«word of God to ſerve tables ;"” though a very good 
work in itfelf; ininifters of the goſpel ought not to 
intermit their important labours, to diſpute about 
politics, or to attempt the reformation, or ſubver- 
ſion of governments; or to unite withheretica), in- 
fidel, or irreligious perfons, becauſe their ſenti- 
ments coincide in theſe ſecular concerns. I hey 


ſeem to have nothing to doin ſuch queſtions, but 
do inſtruct the people from theword of God, in this, 


as well as other parts of their duty; to ſet them an 
example of a quiet and peaceable behaviour; and 
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edification, and the duties of their ſeveral rela- 
tions in life; to form ſuch affociations, ot concert 
fuch meaſures, as not only excite the jealouſy of 


rulers, but induce the world to conclude, that 


they are as ſelfiſh; and ambitious as their irreligi- 
ous neighbours; and in many other ways give the 
eneafles of the goſpel an occaſion of ſpeaking evil 


of them, and the holy doctrine they profeſs, On -_ 


the contrary, it behoves us in our ſeveral ſtatibns 


to ſupport that government, which protects and 


tolerates us: for **the world lieth in the wicked 
one, and it is abfurd to expect more favour in 
it, than protection and toleration. 

We profeſs to ſeek heavenly treaſures Ra 
honours; and we ſhould not feem defirous of the 


periſhing diſtinctions of this world, which com- 
monly eninare thoſe who obtain them: If we are 


chriſtians indeed, we are travelling to heaven; 
and all our earthly proſperity, or adverſity will 


ſoon be ſwallowed up in the joys of eternity: if 
we can do any good by the way, we ſhould rea- 
dily embrace the oportunity: if any thing coatra- © 
ry to our conſciences be required of us, we ſhould 


meekly refuſe compliance; if we be abridged i in 
our civil privileges, or have hard meaſure from the 
world; let us not marvel, or murmur; but bear it 
patiently and chearfully, as the diſciples of a cru- 


cified Redeemer, This conduct will moſt conduce 
to our comfort and edification;- and beſt adorn 
the goſpel of God our Saviour, by putting to 
ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men. 


Though liberty, as diſtinguiſhed from licanti- 


ouſueſs and anarchy ; liberty, civil and celigious, 
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1 65 | _ cided preference to that liberty 
dos on his redeemed people; for without this, 
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of a Wi 
the utmoſt extent that human naturè in its preſent | 
ſtate can bear; and that can conſiſt with "God's ® 
plan of ſubordination, which is manifeſt in alf bis 
works and all his word; and though we ſhould aim, 


r 


by every peaceable and proper method, to pro- 


mote it in every land: yet we ſhould ſlie w A de - 
which Chriſt be- 


the moſt celebrated and ſucceſsful champion for 
eivil liberty, muſt continue for ever the abject 
ſlave of fin and fatan. 

VII Laſtly. It becomes us to cndity the Lord 


of hoſts himſelf; and to let him be our fear ;” 


that humbly accepting of his ſalvation, truſting 


in his mercy, grace and providence, committing 
all our concerns into his hands, valuing nothing in 


compariſon of his love, fearing nothing but his 


\ frown; we may make it our greatb uſineſs to glorify 


him by our worſhip and obedience. Thus weſhould 


| ſeek deliverance from thoſe fluctuating hopes, and 


fears, which agitate the minds of others, as appear- 
ances vary: we ſhould notexpect much additional 
comfort on earth from the moſt promiſing changes; 


Js. nor yield to trepidation, or deſpondency in times of : 


danger, or public calamity; and we ſhould ſhew | 
that we are not afraid of evil tidings; as our 
« hearts are fixed, truſting in the Lord; whoſe 
„kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and his 

« dominion endureth to all generations, That 
ſo manifeſting **that our minds are ſtayed upon 


God, and kept in perfect peace,” when the hearts 


| |. 1 5 8 


+ nt 
l . bt 


of others are moves, as the trees of the wood are 


© moved by the wind; we may convir 
round us, that they only arebleſſed who ti uf 
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